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DAIRY INDUSTRY WORKING GROUP 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [1.05 pm]: 
Last week, the WA dairy industry working group met for the first time in Busselton, in what marks an important 
step forward for the long-term sustainability of our dairy sector. Over the past four years, our government has 
worked closely with the dairy industry to ensure our local farmers can survive and thrive amid ongoing debates on 
dairy pricing. That work culminated in the Western Australian dairy industry round table in January this year, 
bringing together farmers and processors to explore how to put the industry on a more sustainable footing. At the 
round table, we agreed to establish the working group, which includes members from the WAFarmers Dairy Council, 
Western Dairy, Dairy Australia, WA’s major milk processors and the Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development. 
At last week’s meeting, the group agreed on its initial focus, which is to be a five-year WA dairy industry development 
plan. The WA dairy industry development plan will address a number of issues for the industry, including sustainability 
and profitability through the supply chain, attracting new dairy farm owners, investing in industry expansion, market 
development and regenerative agriculture. The plan will be consistent with the national dairy plan. Although 
DPIRD will provide some support and expertise, the clear intent is for the plan to be developed and implemented 
by industry. It is vitally important that the industry has full ownership of the plan to support its commitment to the 
plan’s implementation. The first meeting of the working group was an important step forward, with the next meeting 
scheduled for early June. I look forward to updating Parliament on the progress of the working group and the plan 
in coming months. 
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